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 From the District
 Director
Welcome to a New Year of  rose gardening.

In September, I assumed the role of  your new District Director.  I live and 
garden in Rockford, Illinois, near the Wisconsin border.  I have about 90 
roses, most of  them in a formal garden with hedges that protect them from 
the brutal winds and cold temperatures we have here.  I have a mixture of  
roses, my favorites are probably the heritage roses and some newer English 
roses.

Rockford did have a vital rose society years ago, but now I need to travel to 
Milwaukee or much farther south to talk roses.  I am a member of  the 
Milwaukee and Indianapolis Rose Societies, and several other societies across 
the country.  I am a consulting Rosarian and try to attend the district and 
National meetings.

The most important part of  my new job will be to learn to know our 
members and their priorities.  My plan is to visit all the rose societies this 
year.  I have started with Belleville, a very enthusiastic group.

I hope to visit the other Rose Societies in the upcoming year.

Our first district gathering of  the New Year will be March 14th  and 15th in 
Effingham, Illinois.  It will be jam packed and I hope a lot of  you will come.

We will have four speakers addressing some of  your expressed interests of
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 fertilizing and pest control, plus a lecture addressing the beauty of  old roses.

Our first lecturer on Saturday will be Dr. Diana Lopez Arias from the 
University of  Minnesota.  She gave, in my opinion, one of  the best lectures at 
the National convention this September. She works in the lab with Dr. David 
Zlesak, and specializes in plant genetics and breeding.  Her topic will be 
“Topics in Current Research on Black Spot Disease Resistance”.  She will be 
taking time to talk to us via Zoom from France where she is doing research.

We will also have our beloved Gaye Hammond talking with us via Zoom.  
Her topic will be “Fertilizing”.

Dr. Raymond Cloyd will be coming in person from Kansas State university to 
give two brand new lectures.  He will be talking about “Pesticide Use and 
Unintended Consequences” and “Pesticides and Bees”.

We will be doing something new this March as well.  On Friday evening, we 
will have a casual gathering and “bonus” speaker.  Our own Sonja Lallemand 
will give us a presentation on Old Garden Roses.  This will be a chance to 
unwind after your travels, talk with old friends and begin learning.

This will be a very busy weekend so come ready.  We plan to have a silent 
auction and live auction as well.  If  you can make a donation or volunteer 
some time to help , that would be great.

Hope to meet you in Effingham in March.

Sharon Shipp
District Director

District Team

SShhaarroonn  SShhiipppp DDiissttrriicctt  DDiirreeccttoorr
         sharonkshipp@hotmail.com

VViiccee--DDiirreeccttoorr

LLiinnddaa  KKiimmmmeell      RReeggiioonnaall  DDiirreeccttoorr
         linda.kimmel@gmail.com

RRooggeerr  BBrruueecckkmmaann  PPaasstt  DDiirreeccttoorr
         rroseyacres@gmail.com

MMaarrttyy  JJoonneess SSeeccrreettaarryy

TTeerreessaa  DDoowwnnhhaamm  TTrreeaassuurreerr
         tgdindy@comcast.net

JJiimm  aanndd  KKaayyee  WWeessssbbeecchheerr      

                  RRoosseess  iinn  RReevviieeww  ccoo--cchhaaiirrss
         jkwessbecher@gmail.com

LLiinnddaa    KKiimmmmeell    

                  AArrrraannggeemmeenntt  CChhaaiirr   
         linda.kimmel@gmail.com

MMaarrkk  BB..  NNoolleenn

                  HHoorrttiiccuullttuurree  JJuuddggeess  CChhaaiirr
         markbnolen@comcast.net

JJooeell  AAnnddeerrssoonn

                  CCoonnssuullttiinngg  RRoossaarriiaann  CChhaaiirr
         janderson317@charter.net

SSoonnjjaa  LLaalllleemmaanndd    EEddiittoorr                               
         sonjalallemand@gmail.com

CCrriissttiiee  RRaannss        MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  CChhaaiirr
         crisrans@aol.com

AAnnddyy  PPllaasszz            AAwwaarrddss  cchhaaiirr
         zsalp@sbcglobal.net

TTeerreessaa  BByyiinnggttoonn       SSoocciiaall  MMeeddiiaa
         teresabyington@gmail.com



   IL IN DISTRICT  
           MEETING
  FRIDAY MARCH 14, SATURDAY MARCH15, 2025

             SPEAKERS
            FRIDAY, SONJA LALLEMAND

            
            SATURDAY

            DR. DIANA C. LOPEZ ARIAS

            DR. RAYMOND CLOYD

            GAYE HAMMOND

  FAIRFIELD INN

  EFFINGHAM, ILLINOIS

  DETAILS AT:
  
   ILLINOISINDIANADISTRICT.ORG
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Friday March 14

       6:30 PM    Registration
                                              Informal social time, light snacks

                            7:30 PM    Old Garden Roses and their Origin, 
Sonja Lallemand

Saturday March 15

      8:30 AM   Registration

                           9:00 AM Current Research on Black Spot Disease and 
Resistance

                       Dr. Diana C. Lopez Arias

                          10:30 AM  Pesticide Use and Unintended Consequences
                                           Dr. Raymond  Clyod

                          11:45 AM  Lunch

                           12:30 PM   District Meeting

                           1:30 PM  Pesticides and Bees
                       Dr. Raymond Cloyd

                           2:30 PM  Fertilizers, Right Place, Right Time
                       Gaye Hammond

                           3:45 PM   Closing Remarks

    Silent Auction will run from  Friday  6:30 PM    ‑‑   2: 30 PM  Saturday

Agenda
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Sonja Lallemand

My love of  plants began at a very young age in my mother’s rose garden 
where I learned the art of  grafting roses with the gardener at the age of  nine. 
Observations made in that garden developed in me a love of  nature and 
appreciation for roses as well as the flora of  my native island of  Haiti where 
the mountains are never too far from the Caribbean Sea. 

With degrees in Botany (BS) Horticulture (BS) and Fruit Science (MS), it took 
20 years to put my knowledge of  the plant word into real practice.  My most 
challenging job was to restore the Phelps Grove Park Rose Garden 
established in the 30s (Springfield, MO, Green County Park District).  The 
garden was pristine when I first saw it in 1983, but when the only volunteer 
caretaker retired 10 years later, it rapidly became an eyesore.  Generous 
donations from members of  the Rose Society of  the Ozarks,  the garden was 
rescued and I learned a great deal about roses in the process. I served the 
group as editor of  the newsletter Rose Review, and president. Currently I am 
a member of  the Belleville Area Rose Society.

I became interested in the Earth-Kind® system of  growing roses after 
attending a presentation in Kansas City.  Since then, I have made it a point to 
apply these principles of  feeding the soil, creating a healthy environment, and 
minimizing the use of  non-organic chemicals in my garden.  My rose 
collection has evolved and now I focus on old garden roses (OGR), and some 
of  the newer roses on their own roots.  Every year I exercise self-restraint 
because new roses mean breaking new ground for a new garden….

In 2015, I retired from the University of  Illinois Extension where I served 
five counties as Horticulture Educator.

The Speakers

DDrr..  DDiiaannaa  CC..  LLooppeezz  AArriiaass
Topics on current Research on Black spot Disease Resistance.

Diana C. Lopez Arias joined the University of  Minnesota as post doctoral 
associate to work on various projects related to woody ornamental plant 
genetics and breeding.  She completed he Ph. D. At L’Institut Agro-Angers in 
France and did her research at the Research Institute of  Horticulture and 
Seeds.  Her research focused on the phenotypic and genetic characterization 
of  the partial resistance to black spot disease in a member of  the Rosa 
wichurana species.  While at the University of  Minnesota, she would like to 
challenge her knowledge in rose genetics with polyploid mapping populations 
for diverse traits.

DDiissttrriicctt  RRoossee  SSoocciieettiieess

      
    BBeelllleevviillllee  AArreeaa  RRoossee  SSoocciieettyy
      President:
      Roger Brueckman           
      rroseyacres@gmail.com

    IInnddiiaannaappoolliiss  RRoossee  SSoocciieettyy
      President:
      Teresa Downham          
     tgdindy@comcast.net

    LLooggaannssppoorrtt  RRoossee  SSoocciieettyy
      President:
      Cristie Rans
      crisrans@aol.com

    SSaauukk  TTrraaiill  RRoossee  SSoocciieettyy
      President:
      John Pais j
      ohnpais@sbcglobal.net

    SStteepphheenn  DDeeccaattuurr  RRoossee  SSoocciieettyy
      President:
      Bob  Shake
      rshake@ctifiber..com

    AAllttoonn  RRoossee  SSoocciieettyy
      President:
      Joel Anderson
      il-in-cr-chair@charter.net

Stem canker and leaf  spots
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DDrr..  RRaayymmoonndd  AA..  CCllooyydd
Professor and Extension specialist in Horticulture Entomology/Plant 
Protection, Department of  entomology, Kansas State University (Manhattan, 
KS)

Raymond has an extension (70%) and research (30%) appointment in the 
Department of  Entomology at Kansas State University (Manhattan, KS).  
Raymond received his MS and PhD from the Department of  entomology at 
Perdue University (West Lafayette, IN), and was employed as a professor at 
the University of  Illinois (Urbana, IL) in the Department of  Natural 
Resources and Environmental Sciences for six years prior to his employment 
at Kansas State University.  His research and extension program involves 
plant protection/pest management in greenhouses, nurseries, Landscapes, 
turfgrass, conservatoires, interioscapes, Christmas trees, vegetables, fruits, 
cannabis, hemp, and pollinators.  Raymond is the Extension Specialist in 
horticulture entomology for the state of  Kansas with major clientele that 
includes homeowners, master gardeners, and professional and commercial 
operators.  Raymond has published over 90 scientific refereed publications, 
over 900 trade journals, and over 60 extension publications on topics related 
to pest management/plant protection.  In addition, he has authored or co-
authored humerus books (Greenhouse Pest Management, Pest and Disease of  
Herbaceous Perennials, IPM for Gardeners, Plant Protection: Managing Greenhouse 
Insect and Mite Pests, Compendium of  Rose Diseases and Pests, and Compendium of  
Bedding Plant Diseases and Pests) book chapters, manuals, PICT or picture-
pocket guides, and extension-related publications.  Raymond is a frequent 
speaker at state, national, and international conferences and seminars; and 
has received numerous awards and honors during his over 20 year academic 
career.  Raymond’s professional specialty areas include: Plant protection, 
biological control, plant-insect interactions, insect ecology, pesticides, 
integrating pesticide with biological control agents, and sanitation.

Gaye Hammond

Gaye is the Past President of  the Houston Rose Society.  She is a life member 
and patron of  the American Rose Society and serves on the Marketing 
Committee of  the national organization.  Gaye is also the study liaison 
between the Houston Rose Society and the Texas A&M Agrilife extension 
Service in connection with Earth-Kind® Rose Research - the largest 
environmental rose research study done in the U.S.

Gaye is an entertaining speaker and an avid writer of  more than 300 articles 
that have been published in local, state, national and international magazines 
and newspaper.  She has co-authored a peer-reviewed journal article on 
Earth-Kind Roses published in 2009 in Floriculture & Ornamental Biotechnology, 
a chapter in The Sustainable Rose Garden and authored a chapter in the book, 

Nitogen deficiency

Iron and manganese 
deficiencies
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Gulf  Coast Gardening.  Her photography has appeared on the cover of  
HortScience (December 2010) and she was awarded the cover story for the 
September 2011 issue of  Parks & Recreation Magazine.

Around the District

IInnddiiaannaappoolliiss  RRoossee  SSoocciieettyy
Mark your calendars for a great webinar on Tuesday January 14, 2025 
presented by Robin Jennings of  Heirloom Roses.  The seminar 'Bridging 
Generations of  Gardeners' will be held via Zoom at 6:30 pm (EST).  Details 
at: indianapolisrose society.com
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81454329877?
pwd=bNgLTK4aXtcbmhn874i6WuSQOEIQUc.1 (https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/81454329877?
pwd=bNgLTK4aXtcbmhn874i6WuSQOEIQUc.1)

BBeelllleevviillllee  AArreeaa  RRoossee  SSoocciieettyy
The Belleville Area Rose Society Meets the first Sunday of  each month 
from February to November. 
Location: St. Clair County Farm Bureau, Belleville
Meeting time: 2:00 p.m.

AAggeennddaa::
February 2nd: New Rose Offerings
March 2nd: Planting Technics for Roses

LLooggaannssppoorrtt  RRoossee  SSoocciieettyy
The first meeting will be March 6th. The Logansport Rose Society meets on 
the first Thursday of  the month from March-November.

SSaauukk  TTrraaiill  RRoossee  SSoocciieettyy

For information on meetings dates and location, contact John Pais, President

SStteepphheenn  DDeeccaattuurr  RRoossee  SSoocciieettyy

For information on meetings dates and time contact Bob Shake, President

AAllttoonn  RRoossee  SSoocciieettyy

For information on meetins date and time contact Joel Anderson, President.  
You should also visit the Nan Eliott Rose Garden when you visit.

R. 'Boule de Neige' -- Bourbon

R. foetida bicolor 'Austrian Copper'

R. 'Rose de Maux' -- Centifolia
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     Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2024 Roses in 
Review survey. We had twenty-one reporters that reviewed ten 
different roses.Unfortunately there were several problems with the 
database this year.  First, it was discovered that about 25% of  the 
people attempting to submit a review did not click SUBMIT when 
they completed each review, resulting in unsaved data.  Secondly and 
most importantly, the database was corrupted by a programming 
error that resulted in multiple reports from the same person 
covering the prior report so only the last report could be recovered.  
Our Chairman estimated that he recovered only about 20 to 25 
percent of  the reviews and he was not sure if  there were some 
errors.  We did get a complete list of  reviewers though.  

     Following is the summary list for our district, but it is a sampling 
of  experience with a particular rose, not a hard and fast rating. We 
did not receive a comment section so we were not able to provide 
any notes given on the roses reviewed.

     We know the problem will be resolved for the 2025 Roses in 
Review survey, so please look for the cultivar list in an email or as 
part of  the ARS magazine.

     Again thanks to everyone that submitted a review.

Jim and Kaye Wessbecher

IIlllliinnooiiss  IInnddiiaannaa  RRoosseess  iinn  RReevviieeww  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorrss

RRoosseess  iinn  RReevviieeww  22002244
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ILLINOIS-INDIANA DISTRICT CONFERENCE
FRIDAY & SATURDAY March 14-15, 2025

Fairfield Inn 1111 North Henrietta St, Effingham, IL 62401
::REGISTRATION FORM::

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________
(Full name as you would like for them to appear on your name badge)

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code _________________________________________________________

Phone _____________________________ Rose Society ____________________________________________

EMAIL _______________________________________________________________________

List any dietary restrictions______________________________________________________________

           
Conference Registration includes all programs and district luncheon

Before March 5th
Friday & Saturday registration $35.00 each.  Number attending ____ total $____________
Friday & Saturday after March 5th, $40.00each Number attending ____ total $____________
Donation (optional)$5___$10___$20___$25__Other _____ $____________

Total enclosed $____________
Please consider donation a silent auction item.

CCoonnttaacctt  tthhee  FFaaiirrffiieelldd  IInnnn  ddiirreeccttllyy  ffoorr  RReesseerrvvaattiioonn  bbyy  MMaarrcchh  11sstt::
PPhhoonnee::  ((221177))  554400--55445544  DDiissccoouunntt  ccooddee::  RROOSSEE  SSOOCCIIEETTYY

HHootteell  rraattee::  $$112299..0000  pplluuss  ttaaxxeess  aanndd  ffeeeess

6:30 pm – Friday Evening informal gathering will be at the Fairfield Inn
light snacks and refreshments will be provided 
Let us know if you are joining us.   Yes___      NO___

Name as it appears on credit card: ________________________________________________________
Credit Card No. ___________________________________ Expiration Date _________ Code ________

MMaaiill  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  ffoorrmm  aanndd  cchheecckk  ttoo::   QQuueessttiioonnss??
Sonja Lallemand Contact: Sharon Shipp, District Director 
10309 Old Highway 13, Murphysboro, IL  62966 Phone: 815-494-5015

sharonkshipp@hotmail.com
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NEWS RELEASE
American Rose Society

P. O. Box 30,000 • Shreveport, LA 71130­0030

8877 Jefferson Paige Road • Shreveport, LA 71119­8817

Phone: 318­938­5402 • www.rose.org

AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY ANNOUNCES 2025 WEBINAR LINE-UP
The American Rose Society offers numerous educational opportunities including monthly webinars on a variety of  topics. Pat Shanley,

Chair of  the Webinar Committee, has put together an exciting line up with speakers from around the world. These webinars are provided

free of  charge for all American Rose Society members. There is a $5 fee for all others interested in attending a webinar. Questions about

registering for webinars should be directed to Tanya Cole at Tanya@rose.org or 318-938-5402, ext.108.

••  JJaannuuaarryy  1188,,  22002255  · 11:00am – 1:30pm: “2024 Digital Photography Contest Winners Reveal”

Speaker: Pam Powers, Chair ARS Digital Photo Contest

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5348277886587620191

•  FFeebbrruuaarryy  1155,,  22002255  ·· 1:00 - 3:00 pm: Consulting Rosarian School Part 1: CR Mission & Ethics, Soil & Water, Insects & Diseases

Speakers: Craig Dorschel, Diane Wilkerson, Bill Kozemchak, Dr. Baldo Villegas

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1221854729406187102

••  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2222,,  22002255 · 1:00 - 3:00 pm: Consulting Rosarian School Part 2: Fertilizers, Chemical Safety

Speakers: Brenna Bosch and Jim Beardsley

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8977110462342866784

••  MMaarrcchh  2222,,  22002255 · 11:00am – 2:00pm: “Special Roses!”

Speaker: Christian Bedard, Research & Licensing Director, Weeks Roses

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3991848876343001941

SSAAVVEE  TTHHEE  DDAATTEE  FFOORR  TTHHEESSEE  FFUUTTUURREE  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::

••  AApprriill  2266,,  22002255  ··  11:00am – 2:00pm: “American Garden Rose Selections™ Regional Rose Trials – Bringing You Roses You

Can Grow where You Live!”

Speaker: Chris VanCleave, the Redneck Rosarian, RoseChat Podcast; Marketing & Publicity Director, American Garden Rose 

Selections™

•  MMaayy  1177,,  22002255 · 11:00am – 2:00pm: “Coming Up Roses – The High Country Roses Story”

Speaker: Matt Douglas, Owner, High Country Roses

•  JJuunnee  2288,,  22002255  · 11:00am – 2:00pm: “Rose Selection in Different Soil and Climate Conditions”

Speaker Matthias Meilland, Sixth Generation Rose Breeder, House of  Meilland

•  JJuullyy  2266,,  22002255  ··  11:00am – 2:00pm: “An Update on Breeding Roses for Black Spot Resistance”

Speaker: Dr. David Zlesak, Professor of  Horticulture, University of  Wisconsin River Falls

••  AAuugguusstt  2233,,  22002255 · 11:00am – 2:00pm: “Rethinking Late Summer & Fall Rose Health Strategies”

Speaker: Dr. Mark Windham, Professor Emeritus of  Plant Pathology, The University of  Tennessee Institute of  Agriculture

•  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2277,,  22002255  · 11:00am – 2:00pm: “Designing a Garden for Rose Collectors. The Normal Rules Don’t Apply!”

Speaker: Paul Zimmerman, Owner, Paul Zimmerman Roses Consulting and Design

••  OOccttoobbeerr  2255,,  22002255  ·· 11:00am – 2:00pm: “What’s New with Jackson & Perkins”

Speaker: Wes Harvell, Rose Category Manager & Rosarian for Jackson Perkins Park Acquisitions Inc.

••  NNoovveemmbbeerr  2222,,  22002255  · 11:00am – 2:00pm: Topic TBA Speaker: Thomas Proll, Chief  Hybridizer, Kordes Roses

About the American Rose Society: The American Rose Society is a non-profit, educational organization founded in 1892 to promote the culture, preservation and 

appreciation of  the rose and to improve its standard of  excellence for all people through education and research. Its headquarters is located in Shreveport, Louisiana, at the

American Rose Center, home of  “America’s Rose Garden.”

About the American Rose Center: The American Rose Center was established in 1974 and serves as the national headquarters site for the American Rose Society.

“America's Rose Garden” is the largest public garden in the United States dedicated to roses.


